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of this fact, the health authorities of Guayaquil have closed that port 
to all vessels arriving from the south, such vessels not being allowed 
to enter the port, and therefore do not receive the second disinfection 
at Guayaquil. 

Assistant Surgeon Lloyd is disinfecting these vessels at Callao, and, 
in order to interfere with commerce as little as possible, and at the 
same time to afford all possible protection to Panama, in view of the 
absence of any quarantine equipment at this port, we have instructed 
the steamship agents not to permit their vessels to call at Payta. A 
circular letter was issued by Assistant Surgeon Pierce, after consulta- 
tion with me, for the purpose of regulating the cargo taken on at 
ports between Callao and Payta, and recommending that no passen- 
gers be taken from these intermediate ports on account of the absence 
of accurate information concerning their sanitary condition, and the 
possibility of these places being infected. This does not constitute a 
material hardship to the steamship companies, because few passengers 
are embarked at these ports and the bulk of the cargo taken is of 
such character that it may be considered safe. 

A study of the plague situation on the west coast of South America 
shows a serious condition which menaces Panama. This fact can not 
be too strongly emphasized, and the installation of some quarantine 
facilities for the protection of this port should receive immediate con- 
sideration. If an infected vessel should arrive, the treatment must 
necessarily be incomplete and unsatisfactory. In view of the above I 
earnestly recommend the installation of a disinfecting plant and other 
quarantine equipment at Panama as soon as possible. 

Report from Panama — Inspection of vessel — Mortality. 

Assistant Surgeon Pierce reports, June 13, as follows: 
Transactions for the week ended June 12, 1904. One vessel, the 

Pacific mail steamer Acapulco, cleared for San Francisco on June 8, 

having on board officers and crew, 72; cabin passengers, 16; steerage 

passengers, 8; total, 96. All well. 
During the week there were 20 deaths from all causes, as follows: 

Fevers, 2; old age, 1; colic, 1; bronchitis, 2; dropsy, 1; dysentery, 2; 

tuberculosis, 2; beriberi, 1; stillborn, 3; apoplexy, 1; insanity, 1; 

ulcers, 1; alcoholism, 1; whooping cough 1. 

Bides for vessels destined for Panama from ports on the west coast of 

South America. 

The following circulars are received from Assistant Surgeon Pierce 
through Surgeon Perry: 

Circular No. 1. 

Panama, Republic of Panama, 

June 11, 1904. 
To the agents of the Pacific Steam Naviaatwn Company (England), Compania Sud 
America de Vapores (Chilean), Pacific Mail Steamship Company (American). 
Sir: You are hereby requested to promulgate the rules given below to the masters 
of the vessels of your company : 

( 1 ) Precautions should be taken in every South American port to prevent stow- 
aways coming on board vessels. 

(2) If stowaways are found on board after leaving a port the presence of such 
stowaway shall be reported to the officer of the United States Public Health and 



